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appear indigent, and to most, scanty. How he lived, therefore, every man has an interest in knowing. His death, I hope, was peaceful; it was surely happy.
' I wish I had written sooner, lest, writing now, I should renew your grief; but I would not forbear saying what I have now said.
1 This loss is, I hope, the only misfortune of a family to whom no misfortune at all should happen, if my wishes could avert it. Let me know how you all go on. Has Mr. Langton got him the little horse that I recommended ? It would do him good to ride about his estate in fine weather.
' Be pleased to make my compliments to Mrs. Langton, and to dear Miss Langton, and Miss Di, and Miss Juliet, and to every body else.
'THE CLUB holds very well together. Monday is my night1. I continue to rise tolerably well, and read more than I did. I hope something will yet come on it2. I am, Sir,
' Your most affectionate servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' ' May ro, 1766,
Johnson's-court, Fleet-street.'
much with his income, was, that he paid for every thing as soon as he had it, except, alone, what were current accounts, such as rent for his house and servants^ wages ; and these he paid at the stated times with the utmost exactness. He gave notice to the tradesmen of the neighbouring market-towns that they should no longer have his custom, if they let any of his servants have anything without their paying for it. Thus he put it out of his power to commit those imprudences to which those, are liable that defer their payments by using their money some other way than where it ought to go. And whatever money he had by him, he knew that it was not demanded elsewhere, but that he might safely employ it as he pleased.
' His example was confined, by the sequestered place of his abode, to the observation of few, though his prudence and virtue would have made it valuable to all who could have known it.—These few particulars, which I knew myself, or have obtained from those who lived with him, may afford instruction, and be an incentive to that wise art of living, which he so successfully practised.' BOSWELL.
1 Of his being in the chair of THE LITERARY CLUB, which at this time met once a week in the evening. BOSWELL. See ante, Feb. 1764, note.
>J See post, Feb. 1767, where he told the King that 'he must now read to acquire more knowledge.'
Afterhr had made, how much that income would afford him every vvrrk and *!av of the year. One of his (economical practices wjw, «•* N»«in »s-* «4«y rr pair was wanting in or about his house, to have ii immediately jH-r-formed. When he had money to spare, he chose to lay in u provision of linen or clothes, or any other necessaries ; un then, lie hiiid, he ^ »»ul«l afford it, which he might not be so well able to do when the iuiui.it want came; in consequence of which method, he had a ttu^idnutilr supply of necessary articles lying by him, be-*uir what w;i* i$t u-ir,
